Analysis of Artifacts
Item # 118

Pieces of charcoal still embedded in a large piece of vegetation (called coconut fiber)

Triton Alliance (Dan Blankenship)

Sept 19 to Oct 14 1970

Beneath Smith's Cove

Dan Blankenship's "Summary of Operations...." dated Sept. 18, 1970

Sent to Brock University for possible carbon dating



SUMMARY OF WORK PERFORMED AT SMITH'S COVE
AUGUST 31 — SEPTEMBER 18, 1970

Monday we installed two pumps in the enclosed dam area and
by Tuesday evening we had the area dewatered. Having taken
advantage of the low tide we managed to complete the dam
keeping the inside relatively 4ry.

Wednesday we started trenching around the inside of the dam
in order to more thoroughly dry up the inside and leave 1t
suitable to work in. '

By Friday morming the trenching was complete. In trenching
we uncovered a layer of logs about g long and averaging 5"
to 6% in diameter laid at right angles to 3 large logs under-
neath. These logs averaged asbout 10" to 14" in diameter.
Incidentally, these logs were directly underneath the old
dock shown on our composite plan.

Accompanying this resume is & scaled drawing basically of
Smith's Cove. It can be lined up by centering the Hamilton
Shaft, Pit "“J* and the large rock to the left of center of
Smith's Cove over the composite map as prepared by George
Bates, surveyor.

The items uncovered by excavation inside the dam follow:

Item #1: An inclined ramp about 9' wide and 90' long (neither
end Tound). These logs are very old end when followed towards
chore the remains of a higher dock (end much newer) were found
on top of the rocks left above the lower ramp. These rocks
everaged 2' to 3' thick over the lower ramp.

Item #2: A "U" shape structure glongside the ramp and just
south. The northern side is over 45' long, the front about
65' and the southern side over 30', however, the southern end
has been destroyed towards shore. This structure is basically
a large spruce log from 12% 4o 20" in diameter into which is
notched 2 6" X 7% spruce timber and secured by a 2" thick oak
peg. These timbers are spaced about 40" on center. Across
this log on one end only was found 2 timbers lying loose with
2 notches in one end. A sketch is enclosed. Roman numeral$g
are cut into the log by each location. Heavy 2" planks ’
(hardwood) are secured to the bottom of the angle pieces.
These timbers are sawn by hand.

Item ﬁg: A neat row of 2" timbers approximately 3t long and
in good condition, obviously an attempt at & dam.

Item é : A row of 1-3/4' boards laid horizontally and tight
fogether about 5' high, obviously an attempt to stop the water.

Item . Two or three horizontal boards laid 6" apart with
clay in between; an attempt to stop the water?

Item #6: A searchers shaft only 18" behind item #5, about 4
wide and 8' long.

Item #7: A piece of metal pipe found about 6' deep below the
original beach level, about Z% giameter and 14" long.

Ttem #8: Two pieces of a dish teken out in the vicinity of

The loose logs. (Item #1)

Item #3: A mail dug out of the loose laying timber on item #2.
TSee enclosed report from Stelco) -

(Items 7, 8, and 9 taken by Kerry Ellard as well as a 6" x 6"
timber secured with oak peg about 18" long.)



Item #10: A piece of dish and a piece of mug found under
Trampe

Item #11: A wooden box 18" wide and 24" long, a sketch of
which is enclosed. The sides are 4" x 6" oak, the bottom

ot thick osk and the ends 1" spruce. One end of the ogk
sides is beveled and an oak dowel is in one side only.

This was found at least 2 feet below the bottom of the large
log on the inside corner of item #2, apparently hidden.

I will be doing considerable hand work in digging for
artifacts around item #1 and #2 in the next week. The heavy
work by machinery has been terminated at least until we get
some results back, and if we decide to excavate further.

I wish to bring out one point of interest. At low tide, a
steady stream of water could be seen issuing forth from the
sand at the intersection of #4 and B on the Grid Plan. This
is of course just outside our dam. We dug into it by hand
and the water gushed out a very coarse gravel and of course
was salty. We could not proceed further because of the tide.
I believe this could very well be a still active flood tunnel,
but in order to excavate, our existing dam would have to be
pushed out at this point. The cost of this would be about

$300.00.

The total cost of excavating inside our dam, including
trenching, trucking, bulldozing, gradall work, pumping, gas
for pumps, hand labour, surveying, plans, etc., from August
31 through September 18 has been $3,241.15,

(signed)

Daniel C. Blankenship
Oak Island
September 21, 1970



